
THE MALADY EXPOSED! 
 

The Full Story Behind The Notorious 1974 Attack 
On The Portsmouth Sinfonia - In The UK Newspaper The Guardian  

 
 
On Wednesday 1st May 1974, the quality-broadsheet British national newspaper the Guardian printed a full-
page article by one of its senior music critics - Meirion Bowen.   
 
The article was ostensibly about patronage in the serious music world.  
 
It was provocatively titled "The Malady Lingers On" 
 
But – as the Guardian subsequently conceded – it was a nasty, snide, hit and smear project. 
 
It became immediately notorious because, among its several targets, it included a full-strength, vicious attack on 
the newly-popular Portsmouth Sinfonia orchestra and its young publicist who had - in the immediately preceding 
weeks - propelled the ensemble from being virtually unknown to national fame and popularity. A meteoric rise 
that apparently greatly irked the author.   
 
He claimed that the Sinfonia's success was emblematic of a corrupt music business with misplaced ethics and 
values. And he blamed the orchestra's record company (Transatlantic Records) and its publicist (Martin Lewis) 
for desecrating the worlds of classical, experimental and avant-garde music. 
 
By strange coincidence, the article appeared just four weeks before the Sinfonia's recently-announced first-ever 
concert at London's Royal Albert Hall. If the author had hoped that his swingeing condemnation of the Sinfonia 
might depress ticket sales he was to be sorely disappointed.  The Sinfonia's Royal Albert Hall concert on 28th 
May 1974 was a jubilant, sold-out success. 
 
What the author omitted to declare in his article was that he also happened to be the manager of an obscure 
niche experimental music group called The Electric Candle that had just been turned down by the very 
same record company that he lambasted for choosing to invest so successfully in the Portsmouth Sinfonia!  A 
major conflict of interest that he failed to disclose to the newspaper's editors and readers. 
 
A consequence of Bowen's attack on the Portsmouth Sinfonia and its publicist Martin Lewis was that the 
Guardian undertook an in-depth investigation of the circumstances behind the article.  The Guardian eventually 
published a prominently-positioned, fulsome, groveling apology for the attack on the integrity of several of those 
criticized. (Reproduced at the foot of these pages.) 
 
The online presentation of the article displays the full page and all of the text. 
 
See the full article here:  http://www.predigitalmedia.com/Guardian=1st-May-1974=Malady-Lingers-On.pdf 
 
What follows is a presentation of all the comments in the article that refer to the Portsmouth Sinfonia and Martin 
Lewis. 
 

First - here is the headline and the preamble to the article.  
Reproduced from the original newspaper.  With text reprinted below for increased legibility. 

 

 
 
The malady lingers on 
In the first of two Guardian Extra pages on the patronage of the arts, Meirion Bowen investigates the financial 
and moral support available to musicians and the sometimes murky reasoning that decides who gets what 
 



Here are the sections of the article that directly pertain to  
the Portsmouth Sinfonia, Martin Lewis and Transatlantic Records.   

Reproduced from the original newspaper.  Enlarged for greater legibility. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 
 

Given the venomous nature of Meirion Bowen's unprovoked, vicious attack on the 
Portsmouth Sinfonia, its publicist Martin Lewis and its music label Transatlantic 
Records, the Guardian was prevailed upon to undertake an in-depth investigation 
of the circumstances and motivation behind the article.  Following this the 
Guardian eventually published this prominently-positioned apology: 
 

 
 
Transatlantic Records  
On May 1, 1974 we published an article on art patronage in the music world in which reference was 
made to Transatlantic Records Limited and its promotional director Martin Lewis. It is now 
accepted that the facts upon which the article was based did not justify the severity of the 
criticisms which were made, in particular, the attack on the integrity of Transatlantic Records 
Limited, Mr. Lewis, and, by implication, its managing director Nathan Joseph. The Guardian wishes to 
apologise to Transatlantic Records Limited, Mr. Joseph, and Mr. Lewis for this. 


